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Luxz xi. 35. Take heed therefore, that 
the Light which is in thee be not Dark- © 


neſs. 
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TD . overbearing Nature, as irre- 
to force Men into the Belief of it. 


tion of the particular Doctrines it contains, 
18 to have a ſincere Deſire to find out the 

Truth, and to be willing to receive it in the 

5 524. es Love 


| 


his Diſpenſations, has thought proper, that, 
'to a well grounded Faith, ſuch an impai- 
tial Exerciſe of our Underſtandings ſhall be 
neceſſary, as will make this Faith virtuous 


in the preceeding Part of the Chapter. Our 
Saviour had wrought a Miracle in caſting 


: yet, tempting, him, they asked a Sign from 
Heaven, a Sign ofa more extraordinary 
and aſtoniſhing Nature, to demonſtrate 


"Caſe doubtful, whether he Was a Teacher 


7 1 ſent from God 8 


| 1 6 þ 
Love of it. Thus God, in the Wiſdom of 


and commendable. - Tho' Chriſtianity was 
confirmed by the greateſt and moſt unque- 
ſtionable Miracles, even theſe Miracles did 
not perſwade ſuch as were Eye-witneſſes of 
them, while their Minds were blinded by 
unreaſonable Prejudices and vicious Luſts. 

A remarkable Inſtance we have of this, 


out a Devil, which raiſed the Wonder and 
Admiration of the Multitude : But the 
Phariſees, who were reſolved not to be 
convinced, maliciouſly ſuggeſted, It was BY 


not by the Power of God, but by a Con- h 


ſederacy with the Prince of Devils he did 
caſt out Devils. And others, tho' they had 
not arrived at ſuch a Height of Impiety, 


beyond contradiction his divine Miſſion ; 
as if the Excellency of his Doctrine, and 
the Miracles already wrought, had left the 
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The Son of God having ſhewn, with the 
teſt Force of Argument, how extrava- 
cantly abſurd it was, to aſcribe theſe Mi- 
racles to the Power of the Devil, which 
were wrought. in a direct Oppoſition to his 
Intereſts, and tended to deſtroy the Domi- 
nion he had uſurped over the Souls and the 
Bodies of Men, he affigns the true Reaſon 
why that perverſe Generation was not con- 

vinced, by a Degree of Evidence Which 
would have been more than ſufficient to 
have convinced ſeverals who lived in the 
paſt Ages of the World. The Reaſon he 
gives, is this, They had not the Diſpoſitions 
neceſſary, to conſider this Evidence impar- 
tially, and to yield unto the Force of it. 

This he illuſtrates by a juſt and beauti- 
ful Similitude, Ver. 34. The Ligbit of the 
Body is the Be. Therefore, when thine 
He is ſingle, thy whole Body alſo is full 
of Light e But, when thine Eye is evil, thy 
Bod) alſo is full of Darkneſs. 

As the Eye directs the Body, ſo the Un- 
derſtanding is, or ought to be the leading 
Faculty of the Mind. If our Eyes are diſ- 
tempered, and rendred unfit for their proper 
Office, our Bodies muſt be ill guided in their 

otions. In like Manner, if our Under- 
Randings are blinded, this will betray us 
| Jato the moſt fatal Miſtakes, | 
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As Means of Prejudices and Pafions, Men 
may. entrench themſelves within ſuch thick 
' Darkneſs, as the ſtrangeſt external Evidence 
will not be able to penetrate. Take heed 

therefore, ſays our Saviour, that the Light 
which 1s in thee be not Darimſc. As if he 
had ſaid, 

It is * the utmoſt Conſequence, that 
you avoid, as much as poſſible, the making 
of falſe Judgments, eſpecially in Matters of 
Religion. Diveſt yourſelves therefore, of 
all theſe Prejudices and Paſſions that may 
mut out the Entrance of Light into your 
Minds; be careful to maintain proper Diſ- 
poſitions for diſcerning the Truth; conſider 
Things fairly and impartially, and make a 
right Uſe of the Means of Information 
which God has given you. If you negledt 
to do theſe Things, you will grofly impoſe 
upon yourſelves; and though Truth is, in 
its own Nature, fixed and invariable, and 
as diſtinct from Falſhood as Light is from 
Darkneſs, yet the Light that is in you is 
no better than Darkæneſs. 

Here then we have a Caution given us by 
our divine Teacher, and that with, ſuch So- 
lemnity, as loudly proclaims the Importance 
of it; and, at the fame Time, we have 2 


Warning given us of the bad Effects a” 
| | | WI 


7 


Tax 


that is in us will be Darkneſs. 


As theſe are the principal Purpoſes in the 
Words, I ſhall, through the Aſſiſtance of 


Exhortation. 


quences that have followed, or may follow 
upon not obſerving it. 

III. Adventure to put you in Remem- 
brance of ſome Things, to ſerve as Directi- 
ons in this Matter. 

l am to ſhew what is imply'd in our Savi- 
our's Exhortation. And Firſt, 

The Solemnity with which it is delivered 
plainly ſhews, that a juſt Knowledge of Re- 
ligion is of the greateſt Moment and Conſe- 
quence. This is a Truth ſo evident, that it 


of it. Religion informs us how we may be 
delivered from the Guilt and from the Pow- 
er of our Sins, and may be reſtored to the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons and Children 
of God. The Defign of it is, to excite in 
us Affections which are moſt reaſonable in 
themſelves, will render us uſeful and agree- 
able to others, and qualify us for the eternal 
Enjoyment of God in another World. It af- 
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vill follow upon neglecting it. The Light 


the Father of Lights, Firſt, Take Notice 
of ſome Things implied in our Saviour's 


II. Point out ſome of the bad conſo- Y 


would be needleſs to ſpend Time in the Proof 


fords ſtrong Conſolation under all the Evils 


Aus the glorions Proſpect of a bleſſed Immor- 


__ *6ut Evidence, is to give the Lie to our Ur- 


[ 2o 


of Life, and the Fears of Death, and gives 1 


tality. Of ſo great Importance is it, that || 
our Saviour calls it, The one Thing needful. || 
And John xvii. 3. This is Life eternal, to 
know thee the only true God, and thy don 
Feſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. So great 
a Value did the Apoſtle put upon it, that | 
he counted all Things but Loſs for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Phil. iii. 8S. Phe 3 

24ly, This Exhortation, Take heed that 
the Light which is in thee be not Darkneſs, 
evidently implics, that in Matters of Reli- Þ 
gion we muſt judge for ourſelves, and make 
uſe of our own Underſtandings for the Dif- 
covery of Truth. SG 7 
Religion ſuppoſes we are reaſonable Crea- | 
tures, and are capable of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween Truth and Falſhood. Now, before 
we can aſſent to any Thing as true, we 
muſt have Proofs or Arguments that will 
make it appear to be ſo. To believe with- 


derſtandings, and is quite as abſurd as if 
we ſhould pretend to ſee in the Dark. 
Whenever God, out of his infinite Wit 
dom and Goodneſs, has thought fit to reveal 
his Will to Mankind, we may be aſſured 
he has ſent ſuch Credentials along with it, WW at 
S | | 3 


\ 


HE MM 
as, to every one that is attentive, will diſtinn? 
guiſh it from the moſt artful Impoſtures, and 
make it highly reaſonable to acknowledge | 
him for the Author of it. Upon ſuch Proofs M 
are we to believe Chriſtianity ; and to be- ; 
lieve it without Regard to theſe, is to diſ- | 
honour it. It is to receive it upon Prin- i 
ciples that. would equally lead us to receive | 
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a Lic. But our Saviour is ſo far from re- 
quiring a raſh and ill grounded Faith, that 
he appeals to the Underſtandings of Men, 
concerning the Proofs he gave of his divine 
= Miſſion, Lake xii. 57. Why of your ſelves | 
= judge ye not what is right ? Here he com- 
mands us to take heed that the Light which | 
is in us be not Darkneſs. And, to the ſame 
Purpoſe, we have many Exhortations in the- ' 
holy Scriptures, as 1 Thefſ. v. 21. Prove all 6 1 
Things, hold faſt that which is good. And 1 
1 Peter iii. 15. Be ready to give to every |} 
one that asketh, a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in you. And 1 John iv. 1. Beloved, be- 
heve not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, 
whether they are of God; for many falſe 
Prophets have gone out into the World. 
Here the Apoſtle gives the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
imaginable why we muſt judge for ourſelves. 
The various and contradictory Pretences to 
Truth, make it abſolutely neceſſary to ex- 
| amine which of theſe Pretences are beſt 
x B 2 founded. 


1 22 3 

ſounded. Thus did Chriſtianity at firſt make 

its Way into the World, and triumph over 
the falſe Religions that formerly pre vailed 
in it, and this is the only ſolid Foundation 
upon which it can be ſupported. 
This general Principle is ſo undeniably 
evident, that it is own'd by Chriſtians of all 
Denominations. Even the Church of Rome, 
who would haye Men to judge as little as 
poſſible for themſelves, muſt allow them to 
examine the Arguments whereby they would 
eſtabliſh their Claim to Infallibility: 80 
that, even according to them, Religion is 
at laſt ſounded in the Right of private Judg- 
ment. 
3dly. The Caution in the Text implics 
that Men are in Hazard of falling into 
great Miſtakes in Religion ; the Light that 
1s in them may be Darkneſs. 

Many Reatons may be . aſſigned for this 
Truth, which is but too manifeſt from the 
Hiſtory of all Ages. Sloth and Careleſneſs 
keeps a great Part of Mankind in Igno- 
Trance, and makes them implicitly follow 
the Opinions, juſt as they do the Cuſtoms 
of the Place they live in.- Others are 
preſumptuouſly ignorant; they have ſuch a 
Conceit of their own Knowledge and Suffi- 
ciency, that to attempt to undeceive them 
is to afiront them; and, if they can, = 

Wl 


| 


believe it is ſo. 
{ome out of a Vanity of diſtinguiſhing them- 


into a State of mean Slavery. | 
lar Prejudices and Opinions always have 
zealous Defenders; many find their Account 
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will be ſure to make you feel their Refent- 


ment. 
cauſe Men hate the Truth; They love Dark- 
neſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
are evil. This provokes God to give them 
up to a reprobate Mind. Becauſe they re- 
ceived not the Love of the Truth, for this 
Cauſe God ſhail ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, 
that they ſhould believe a Lie. World- 
ly Intereſt lays. a great Biaſs on the Mind; 
when we wiſh any Opinion to be true, we 
are, upon very ſlender Grounds, induced to 
As, on the one Hand, 


ſelves, are betrayed into ſingular Opinions 
ſo, on the other Hand, an undue Reverence 
for human Authority ſtrangely, narrows the 
Mind, awes it with baſe Fears, and ſinks it 


| Popu- 


in eſpouſing them. This is a cheap Way 
ot purchaling Repatation, and often ſup- 
plies the Place of uſeful Knowledge, and of 
real Merit. This has cauſed Men ſtifle the 


Convictions of their Conſciences, and diſ- 


ſemble the moſt important Truths. We are 
told, John xii. 43. That of the Rulers ma- 


n believed in Jeſus Chriſt ; but they would 


not confeſs him, leſt they ſhould be put mw 
| | | f 


Vicious Luſts and Paſſions 


| 1 

of the Synagogue ; for they loved the Praiſe 
of Men more than the Praiſe of God. And, 
ſays our Saviour, John v. 44. How can 
ye believe, that ſee Honour one of another, 
aud not that Honour that cometh from 
God only? Yea, even tho', in a confide- 
Table Meaſure, we diveſt ourſelves of Pre- 
judices, and attempt to find out the Truth, 
there is a certain Levity and Forwardnelſs in 
human Nature, which is apt to make us 
ſuperficial in our Enquiries, and precipitant 
in our Judgments. When we reflect upon 
the preſent State of Mankind, may we not 


.uſe the Words which the Pſalmiſt does u- 


pon another Occaſion, Who can underſtand 
his Errors? Yet we muſt beware of aſcri- 
bing theſe Errors to any Defe& in the Reve- 
lation God has given us; but to wilful Ob- 
ſtinacy, or Want of Attention. The clea- 
[reſt Light will not cauſe Men fee, if they 
ſhut their Eyes, or turn them away from it. 
_ 4thly, It is implied in this Exhortation, 
That the Way to prevent theſe Miſtakes in 
Religion, is to be ſincere and impartial in 
our Enquiries after Truth, The Method pre- 
ſcribed by our Saviour, is, To TAKE HEED, 
and who can pretend to find out a better ? 1 
have already ſhewn, we ought to be ſatisfied 
about the Grounds of our Religion. Now, 
I fay further, We muſt judge Rm" 
. ED 42 0 
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1 
of the Meaning of that Revelation God has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to give us. Indeed | 
the Church of Rome would gladly cafe us 
of this Trouble. They aſſure us, if we 
will be guided by them, they will ſecure uns 
fiom all Error and Miſtake, about the j 
Interpretation of Scripture. But, as the 
Scripture is wholly ſilent about this infal- 
lible Guide, and as many of the DoQtrines 1 
and Practices of that Church are directly 10 
contrary to the Goſpel, we do not think it 1 
adviſeable to reſign our Underſtandings to in 
their DireQion; and we look upon their | 
Claim to Infallibility, as an Artifice to en- l 
ſlave the Conſciences of Men, and to make ! 
them the Property of artful and deſigning I 
Prieſts. We are reſolved to ſee with out 
own Eyes, and to make Uſe of the Right 
that belongs to us as Chriftians, of enqui- | 
ring for ourſelyes. Our Saviour has com- i 
manded us to ſearch the Scriptures, John 1 
v. 39. And this Command, as well as the 
Exhortation in the Text, is addreſſed to all I 
his Hearers, without Diſtinction, Learned i 
and Unlearned. We do not find it excuſed _.. 
the common People among the Jews for not 
believing in Jeſus Chriſt, that their Spiri- | 
tual Guides, the Phariſees, rejected him. 
: But we find our Saviour gives a Warning, — 

| which one would think might have hindred: © || 
| | | any 4 
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any who pretend to the Character of his 
Diſciples, from making ſuch impious and 
extravagant Claims. Maith. xxiii. 8, 9, 10, 
Be ye not called Rabbi, for one 1s your Ma- 
ſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren, 
And call no Man your Father upon the 
Earth, for one is your Father which is in 
Heaven: Neither be. ye called Maſters, for 
one ig your Maſter, even Chriſt. Upon this 
Principle did the Proteſtants ſeparate from 
the Church of Nome; and if any Proteſtant 
denies it, either he does not underſtand, or 
he baſely betrays the Poundation of our 
Reformation. 
This Proteſtant Principle is 00 expreſ- 
ſed in our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. xx. 
Par. 2. © God alone is Lord of the Con- 
« ſcience, and has left it free from the Do- 
“ rines and Commandments of Men, which 
* are in any Thing contrary to his Word, 
« or beſide it in Matters of Faith or Wor- 
« ſhip; ſo that, to believe ſuch Doctrines, 
« or obey ſuch Commandments, is to betray 
Liberty of Conſcience. And to require 
« implicite Faith; and an abſolute and btind 
« Obedience, is to deſtroy Liberty of Con- 
« ſcience, and Reaſon alſo.” Thus far our 
Confeſſion of Faith. But we are not to 
think this Doctrine ſuperſedes the Ulſctul- 


neſs and Neceſſity of Teachers in * 
ne 


. 


One may uſe a Guide, tho'. he does not ſhit 
his own Eyes, or ſo tamely ſubmit to Di- 
rections as to walk blindfold, if his Guide 
ſhould adviſe him to it. | | 
5thly, This Exhortation further implies, 
That if we do take heed, the Light that is 


are ſincere in our Enquiries after Truth, we 


Conſequence. Truth finds eaſy Acceſs to a 
| well diſpoſed Mind, and there it is to be 
hoped it will be victorious and triumphant : 
And ſuch is the Nature of the great Truths 


of Religion, that they do not ſo much re- 


Heart. In Matters of leſs Conſequence, 
the beſt diſpoſed Perſons may be miſtaken. 


expected in this Life ; nor does the Good- 
nels of God make this more neceſſary than 
that we ſhould be placed beyond all Hazard 


85 of Sin. But the Goodneſs of God, and the 
y Deſign of a Revelation, require, that Truths 
re of Importance ſhould be obvious to Mens 


Capacities, and that ſuch as are ſincere 
mould be preſerved from damnable Miſtakes. 
If this were not the Caſe, we would be 


be infallibly ſure we are in the Right : The 


. - 


| in us ſball not be Darkneſs; i. e. If we 
ſhall be preſerved from all Errors of fatal 


quire a quick Underſtanding, as an honeft 


Abſolute Security from Error is not to be 


thrown into a State of moſt miſerable Per- 
plexity ; for, in many Inſtances, we cannot 


utmoſt 
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utmoſt we can attain to, is to be ſatisfied a. 
bout our Sincerity. Bleſſed be God, we 
are under a Covenant of Grace, and ma 
be aſſured, that, as God, through the Me- 
Tits of Jeſus Chriſt, will pardon the Imper- 
fections of our Obedience, conſiſtent with Sin- 


cerity, he will, in like Manner, forgive the 


Etrors of our Underſtanding, which do not 
Proceed from groſs Careleſneſa, or perverſe 
Obſtinacy. I hope none will ſo far miſun- 
derſtand what has been ſaid, as to imagine 
it derogates from the Neceſſity of the Influ- 
ences of God's holy Spirit to enlighten 
our Underſtandings, and work a faving 
Faith in our Minds. No: The: Security I 
{peak of, is built upon the promiſed Aſſi- 
ſtances of God's Grace. Pſal. xxv. 9. The 
Meek will he guide in Judgment, and he 
will clearly teach them his Way. And 
Jobm vii. 17. Hany Man will do his Ii il 
be ſhall know if the Doctrine is of God. 
Neither would I be thought to aſſert, 
That every one is qualified to judge in all 
tae nice and intricate Diſputes about Reli- 
gion; but, that every one, with the Uſe 
of proper Helps, may know Religion, in 
as far as is neceſſary for himſelf : And, 
with reſpect to ſuch Queſtions as Men have 
not Capacities to enquire into, they may be 
ſaſely ignorant, or ſuſpend their po 
i | ) abou 
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about them. We are not to blame that we 
have not clearer Eyes, or ſtronger Under- 
ſtandings; we are only accountable for the 
Uſe we make of theſe Eyes, and of theſe 
Underſtandings God has given us. 

As I apprehend what I have ſaid on this 


Head is founded in Scrjpture, and agreeable 
to Reaſon, ſo I need only put you in mind. 


it is ikewiſe agreeable. to our Confe ſi un of 
Faith, Chap. 1. Par. 7. All Things in 
" Scripture are not alike plain in themſelves, 


«nor alike clear unto all, yet thoſe Things 


« which are neceſſary to be known, believed 
*and obſerved for Salvation, are fo clearly 
« propounded and opened in ſome Place of 
« Scripture or other, that not only the Lear- 
«ned, but the Unlearned, in a due Uſe of 
* the ordinary Means, may attain unto a 
« {ſufficient Underſtanding of them.“ 

6thly,. It is implied in the Words, That 
the Negle& of the Rule here preſcribed by 
our Saviour, has proved highly prejudicial 
to Religion, and produced fatal Effects. 

This brings me to the ſecond Thing in the 
Method, which was, ö 


Lo point out ſome of the bad Conſequen- | 


ces that have followed, or may follow upon... 

the Neglect of this Rule. And, 
How melancholy are the Scenes which the 
Hilary of the Church, in all Ages, pre- 
C 2 ſents 


. 
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Guts to our View? What Infidelity and 
Irreligion ! What pernicious--Errors and 


Hereſies! What a wide Diverſity of Opi- 


nions,, and a yet wider Alienation of A 


fections has there been among Chriſtians ! 
What Wranglings and Contentions about 
Words, or 'Things of no Importance ! How 
great was the Darkneſs which overſpread 
the Chriſtian World for fome Ages before the 
Reformation! Idle and ignorant Monks 
ſeemed to vie with one another who ſhould 


broach the greateſt Abſurdities, and have 


tied down thoſe who continued in that 
Church afterwards, to the mean Drudgery 


of defending their Dreams and Contradic- 


tions. Has not, in many Ages, a blind 
Leal vented itſelf i in all the Inſtances ol Rage 
and Fury, of Bloodſhed and Deſtruction? 
Or; if the Hands of Zealots have been tied 
up ſo as they could not perſecute and de- 
{troy one another, they never failed to have 
Recourle to the no leſs unchriſtian Methods 
of Calumny and Detraction. 

Thus have Chriſtians been biting and de- 
youring one another, weakning their com- 


mon Cauſe, and expoſing it to the Scorn 


and Contempt of 'Infidels. 
But, to be more -particular, the Negled 


iſt, Of 


of this Rule has been the Cauſe, 
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for the Truth of it; Their Minds are blinded 
with ſtrong Prejudices, or bad Paſſions; They 


Repreſentations made of it by weak or de- 
ſigning Men; They judge of its Doctrines 


and Folly: Whereas, we ought to judge of 


the divine Diſpenſations by their genuine 


Tendency, and not by the Perverſions of 
them, otherwiſe natural Religion behoved 


abuſed. | | 
But beſides this ſpeculative Infidelity, 


1. Of InxipzrIty. To this it was ow=" 
ing in the Days of our Saviour, and to the 
ſame Cauſe we muſt aſcribe the Infidelity | 
which, alas! prevails in our own Age. Sure, 
thoſe who disbelieve the Chriſtian Religion, 
do not impartially conſider the Evidences 


me 


form their Opinion of Chriſtianity, not from 
the Books of Scripture, but from the falſe - 


dot by their native Tendency, but by the 
{ Abuſes made of them through Wickednels ' 


| 
1d be rejected, for this has allo been greatly 
e 


$ there is another Kind of it far more univerſal, 


and which as effectually defeats the Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, that is, A WANT 
Of TRUE Farrn. The moſt can be faid 


_ ENCE 


of a great many who call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, is, That they do not disbelieve the 
Goſpel; but it cannot be ſaid they do be- 
lieve it. They do not reflect upon the 
Truths of Religion, nor conſider the Influ- | 
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ence. theſe Truths ought to have upon their 


Practice; and this Infidelity ruins the Bulk 
of Mankind. 

24ly. This has likewiſe been the Cauſe 
of IMpLicit Farrn. The Faith of a great 
many is owing wholly to their Education ; 
they reſign their Underſtandings to the Con- 


duct of thoſe of whom they have conceived 


a high Opinion: But what can there be com- 
mendable in a Faith built only upon the 
Prejudices of Education? If ſuch Perſons 
are in the Right, it is by a fortunate Acci- 


dent, and upon the ſame Principles which 


would have led them to be Heathens or 
Mahometans, had they been bred in the 
Countries where thele falſe Religions pre- 


Can we ſaſely truſt to the Direction of 


thoſe who we think have more Diſcernment 
than ourſelves? But where is the Set of 
Men that deſerves ſuch an abſolute and en- 

tire Confidence? How: ſhall we know them, 
or, by what Marks ſhall we find them out 


among the many various Pretenders to 


Truth, who are all of them equally poſitive - 
that they are in the Right? Beſides, this 
is not the Faith which, Cbriſtianity requires; 
we. muſt receive he M itneſs of God, which. 
1s greater than that of Men, 1 John v. 
9 wag Rai muſt not Hang in the Wik 


dom 
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And I may venture to ſay, that one who 
ſincerely endeavours to find out the Mind 


df God, tho' he does fall into Miſtakes, is 


a better Chriſtian than one who is blindly 
in the Right, out of a ſlaviſh Attachmetit 
to human Authority. 

34ly. The Neglect of this Rule has like- 
wiſe been the Cabſe of Enthuſiaſm. By Ex- 
rnustAsx I underſtand a falſe and ground- 
leſs Conceit that Perſons may entertain of 
their being privileged with ſome extraordi- 


nary Illumination, or Impulſe of the Spirit 
of God. Numbers have been under the 


Power of this Deluſion, and have been led 


not only into the moſt abſurd Opinions, but 


likewiſe the moſt wicked and unrighteons 
Practices. They have believed and acted 
according to the Impreſſions they felt upon 


their Minds, without any Regard to the 
Rules of Truth or Juſtice. Under Pretence 


of obeying the Will of Heaven, they have 
trampled upon, the Rights of Mankind, and 


wrought the greateſt Confuſion upon Earth. = 
Of all Men they are the moſt unperſwad- 


able; to reafon with them is loſt Labour; 
they are profeſſed Enemies to it, and fan 


cy they are __ 915 4 much ee 


N. r 03 
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as; of: Men, but in the Power -of God. | 


h f 
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l 


"i Nei of moral Dutics, and be accepted 
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We know, from the Word of God, that 
he Spirit operates upon the Minds of Men, 
to make them good: But this is not by gi- 
ving them new Revelations ;' theſe we have 

no Ground to expect; but by giving them 
"26; ſaving Knowledge of God's Word, and 
inclining their Wills to follow it : Whereas, 
Pretences to New REVELATTONS, and Olo 
be RADITIONS, have done unſpeakable Miſ- 
chief in the World, and have been made 


uſe of to ſhelter the groſſeſt Abſurdities. 


- 4thly. SupeRsT1TION is another falſe Light 
that miſleads Men. Such Perſons are ſu- 
perſtitious who think to pleaſe God by do- 
ing Things he has not commanded, and 
have no Tendency to make them wiſer or 
better, but divert them from the Practice 
of the great and ſubſtantial Duties of Re- 
ligion, as the Penances, Pilgrimages, and 
other ridiculous Practices countenanced by 
the Church of Rome; which, tho' they have 
the Appearance of a voluntary Humility, 
can ne ver be acceptable unto God, becauſe 
he has not required theſe Things at theit 
Hands. Or, SupERSTTrIo conſiſts in Mens 
putting the Means of Religion in Place of 


the End of it. When they imagine, that 


® ſtrict Regard to outward Obſeryances, and 
o politive Inſtitutions, will atone for the 


0 


. A. , far T 


d © or? 


F 
of, inſtead of Purity: ol Heart, and Integrity 


How difficult is it to perſwade Men, that 


Religion requires them to ſubdue their Luſts, 
to govern their Paſſions, and to practiſe the 


Virtues of a good Life? They would fain 
place it in Rites and Ceremonies, or Opini- 
ons, that are conſiſtent with wicked and 
immoral. Practices. They would rather give 
Thouſands of Rams, and Ten thouſands of 
Rivers of Oil, before they did Juſtice, lo- 
ved Mercy, and walked bumbly before 

od. COL. - 658140 * 
? 5thly. FALSE Lear. is another bad Effect 
that has followed on not obſerving our Sa- 
viour's Rule; and this is either when Men 
have Zeal without Knowledge, or when, 
they furiouſly cgatend for trifling, uncertain 
and diſputable Opinions. This begun to 
ſhew itſelf very early in the Chriſtian 
Church; therefore the Apoſtle cautions 7 
mothy to beware of vain angling, to refuſe 
profane and ald Wives Fables. He charges 
him, before the Lord, not to ſtrive about 
Words to no Profit, to avoid fooliſh and 
unearned Queſtions that gender Strife, And 


he tells us, 1 Tim. vi. 3, Sc. If any Man 


teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whole- 

jame . Words, even the Words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine w 
13 dh of: 


* 


accor- 
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according to Godlinefs,- be is proud, knows- 
ing nothing, but dot ing about Queſtions and 
Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 
_ Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſings, and per- 
verſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, 
and deſtitute of the Truth. Here we may 
plainly ſee, it is the Apoſtle's Opinion that 
they are Men of little Underſtandings, of 
great Pride, and moſt perverſe Diſpoſitions, 
who are taken up about theſe Things. They 
muſt endeavour to raiſe their Reputation 
by a noiſy Zeal for Trifles, becauſe they 
have not Courage or Capacity to think on 
Matters of Conſequence. | 

6:hly. To this we muſt alſo aſcribe a Spi- 
rit of Perſecution, A Spirit or Pe RsE- 
CUTION is a Heat without Light, that, in- 
ſtead of convincing Men, buens and deſtroys . 
them, It is a Spirit directly contrary to 
that of the Goſpel, and inconſiſtent with 
it. Our Saviour ſeverely rebuked this Tem- 
per in his Diſciples, when they would have 
been at calling for Fire from Heaven to con- 
ſame the Samaritans, Luke ix. 55. Te 
know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of, 
the don of Man came not to deſtroy Mens 
Lives, but to ſave them. Says the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. x. J. Ihe Weapons of our Warfare 
are nut carnal, but mighty through Goa, t0 
the fulung «own of - ſtrong Holds, James i. 

| | 20, 
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20. The Wrath of Man worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of God. And 2 Tim. ii. 24. 
be Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle to all Men, apt to teach, pa- 


tient, in Meekneſs iuſtructing thoſe that op- 


poſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them Repentauce, to the acknowledging 
of the Truth. 2555 

How monſtruous is it to build Religion 
on the Ruins of Humanity; to turn the 
peaceable Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt into a 
Doctrine of Blood; to think of ſupporting 
a Kingdom that is not of this World, by 
Force and Cruelty; to dream of propagat- 

ing Religion by Methods which — only 
to increaſe Hypocriſy ; to diſhonour the 
Truth, by uſing ſuch Means to advance it 


as are only neceſſary for eſtabliſhing vile 


Impoſtures. £5 

Perhaps many will be ready to own it is 
a great Crime to perſecute thoſe who are in 
the Right, tho' they will affirm it juſt and 


reaſonable to puniſh ſuch as reje& the 


Truth, and will not be convinced. But 
how falſe and weak is this? when it is evi- 
dent true Chriſtianity ought not, cannot be 
ſupported in this Way. Though the Sa- 
maritans rejected Jeſus Chriſt, yet he con- 
. demned the perſecuting Zeal which appear- 


ed in his Diſciples againſt them; and who - 
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can ſay they have greater Certainty, that 
uch as differ from them are in the Wrong, 
than the Diſciples had in this Caſe ? - Be- 
lides, the Picthnce of perſecuting thoſe who 
Are Enemies to the Truth, will Ne made uſe 
of by all Parties, and it is high Time they 
were all aſham'd of it. Sure, every one 
will interpret this Privilege in their own Fa- 
vours; and he muſt be very ſhort- ſighted, 
Who does not ſee, that this is the Way to 
make Perſecution univerſal, and to fill the 
World with Confuſion and Bloodſbed. 

_ »thiy. To the Neglect of this Rule we 
muſt likewiſe nde MrsrTicisM, And fl « 
this is, when Men place Religion in ſome WW 7 
_ unintelligible Speculations, or when they e 
neglect the plain and obvious Senſe of Scrip- a 
J 

1 


ture, and turn every Thing into Maple 

and Allegory. It muſt be own'd, this 
Practice Ras receiv'd too much Countenance I B 
from great and venerable Names. Some of M 4 
the Fathers have given a boundleſs Scope Ml h 
to their Fancy in allegorizing the Scriptures, MW 
and have lometimes unwarily ſpoke of the I 77 

"literal Senſe with Contempt. This has ſur- 
himed a lite Writer with a Handle for ma- R 
»Eing an impious Attack on the Truth of pr 
| our Religion, and, under Pretence of find- WW th 
ing out a more refined and ſpiritual Mean- I an 
of oa q - - Ing Wk 
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ons for the Miracles of our Saviour, to ae 
. the Truth and Reality of them. 
According to our Confeſſion of Faith. 
he Senſe of Scripture is not manifold, but 
one; whereas, if theſe myſtical Interpre- 
tations were allowed, it would have Mean- 
"ings without Number; or rather, be A 
Book of the moſt uncertain Meaning in the 
World. This myſtical Way has no Ten- 
dency to enlighten the Underſtanding ; and 
the Beauty of Chriſtianity Has De Ae 
rably ſullied and defaced by it. It is to 
give us Husks inſtead of Bread; or, as 
one well expreſſed it, To feed People with 
the Eaſt-Wind. Tho' it may work ſtrongl. 
on the Imagination for a little, ſoon the 
airy Phanfom vaniſhes, and we are left in 
Poſſeſſion of nothing. As when 4 bungr 
is WM Man areameth, and behold he eateth, but 
e be awaketh, and his Soul is empty; or, 
of MW 45 when a thirſty Man dreameth, and be- 
pe Wl bold he drinketh, but be awaketh, aud be- 
„ bold he js fai mt, and bis Soul hath Appe- 
tec 9006 
Laſtly; To the Neglect of our Sayibufs 
Rule, we muſt aſcribe the 8E TT-DECEIT that 
prevails m the World. To this it is owing, 
that Numbers of Perſons entertain ſo OK 
an Opinion of themſelves, and overlookt 
_ Plain. and expreſs Declarations of Scrip- 
| ture, 


Tao 7 

ture, whereby they might be enabled to 
form a true Judgment of their State, with 

reſpect to the Favour of God. Nothing is 
more evident from the Word of God, thas 
That af external Profeſſion of Religion will 
avail us nothing, if we do not the Will of 
our Father who is in Heaven. That the De- 
ſign of all poſitive Inſtitutions, as reading and 
hearing the Word of God, and partaking of 
the Sacraments, is to excite or ſtrengthen in 
us holy Diſpoſitions, and to engage us to the 
Practice of univerſal Goodneſs: If they do 
not promote theſe Ends, they are uſeleſs and 
inſignificant; if they are made Uſe of to de- 
feat them, and to quiet Mens Conſciences in 
evil Practices, they are highly diſpleaſing to 
God, and will be rejected by him as vile and 
deteſtable Hypocriſy. We are told, That 
Faith without Works is dead; That only 
ſuch a Repentance as makes Us ceale to do 
Evil, and learn to do well, will be accep- 
ted of by God. That tho' we give all out 
Goods to feed the Poor, and our Bodies t9 
be burned, if we have not Charity, it will 
profit us nothing. That Malice, Diſhone- 
Ry, Evil-ſpeaking and Cenſoriouſneſs, ale 
inconſiſtent with the Character of a Chi- 
ſtian; and, in a Word, that if we go on in tt 
the wilful Practice of any known Sin, or Hf 


3 Negledt of any Known Duty, we * tt 
6 OY nol, ot 


EET 
not, upon good Grounds, pretend to be a4 
mong the Followers of Jeſus Chriſt. Yet, 
notwithſtanding of theſe plain Declarations, 
how many are there who ſooth themſelves 
in their Vices, and imagine they are in a ſafe 
Way, while they are moſt notoriouſly tranſ- 
greſſing the Precepts of the Goſpel ? How 
many rely on an outward Profeſſion, a dead 
and inefficacious Faith, or a falſe and un- 
profitable Repentance ? Yea, it is poſſible 
ſuch Perſons may be ſo far deluded, as, like 
the Phariſees, to truſt in themſelves that 
they are righteous, and deſpiſe others. 
They may ſay unto others, with the ſul- 
len Pride of conceited Hy pocrites, Stand by 
thyſelf, come not near to me, for I am ho- 
lier than thou. Iſaiah lxv. 5. 

I now proceed, in the rhird Place, to 
put you in Remembrance of ſome Things 
that may ſerve as Directions, and theſe L 
need only name. And, * 

1/f, We muſt be very careful to under- 
Rand the Grounds of our Religion. This is 
to lay a firm Foundation for our Faith, that 
will make it ſtand unſhaken againft all Af- 
ſaults and Impreſſions. re 
2aly, We muſt be diligent in ſearching 
the Scriptures, and from them we muſt 
bm our Judgment of particular DoArines, 
that we may leceiye theſe Dodrines, not as 
7M the - 
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Scripture, we muſt attend to the Deſign, Or- 
der and Connexion of them, and not erum- 
ble the Scripture into Pieces, by looking on 
the Texts as ſo many incoherent Sentences, 
which have no Relation to one another, o- 


therwiſe we may be well verſed in Scau- 


TURE-PHRASES, and know very little of 
SCRIPTURE=SENSE. | "0 
_ . 3dly, Let us always keep in View the 
practical Tendency of all the Parts of our 
Religion. All the Myſteries of our Religi- 
on are Myſteries of Godlineſs, i. e. powet- 
ful and efficacious Motives to a holy Liſe; 
and the moſt ſublime Doctrines, if they arc 
not improved to lead Men to Holineſs, are 
taken quite off the Scheme of the Goſpel; 
the Deſign of which was to teach Men 70 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly. Luſts, and 10 
live joberly, righteouſly and godly iu a pie- 


ſent World. Says the Apoltle, Titus iii. 


8. This is a faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things I will that thou affirm conſtant!), 
that thoſe who have believed in God, be 
careful to maintain good Mors: Teſt 
Things are good and profitable unto Men. 
 4hly, Let us retain a becoming Senſe of 


the Imperfection of our Faculties. on 
4.1 | WI 


the Mord of Men, but as the Word of 


9. | ens ie | 
704. il 
In order to underſtand the Paſſages of 
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% diſpoſe us to receive every Doctrine we 
can diſcover to be contained · in the Word of 
God, tho it far exceed our Comprehenfiott ; _- 
and; at the ſame Time, it will incline us to N 
think — of thoſe” who differ from 
na 
Ia all our Controverſh es about Religion; | 
we | muſt be cateful to have a determinate 
Meaning to the Words we make Uſe of, 
otherwiſe they are but Scuffles in the Dark, 
and commonly end in reproachful Names. 
-gthly, Let us beware of drawing unchari- 
table Concluſions, eſpecially from diſputable 
Principles; we all know, of late it 525 been 
maintained with great Zeal, that an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion of Biſhops from the * 
of the Apoſtles, is eſſentially neceſſary to 
the Conſtitution of a Chriſtian Church; that 
ſuch as have not this, are without Yee 
Church, without the Sacraments; and, | 
ſome: of them are modeſtly pleaſed to 1, 
without immortal Souls. Can we think God 
will make our Salvation depend on any Thing 
which-it. is impoſſible for any reaſonable Man 
to be ſatisfied about? ' Doubtleſs we muſt 
think them mighty well employed in tracing 
a Succeſſion of Chriſtian Biſhops through 4 
Church which we believe to be Antichriſti- 
an. What a Pity is it they ſhould under- 
W ann arduous Labour, with no better a 
E Deſign, 
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Deſign, than to, damn every one who canngt. 
pfetend to be ſo learned Genealogiſis as them- 
ſelves? I wiſh 1 could ſay, there were none 
among our ſel ves, who ſtretch ſome diſpu- 
table Points about Chureh Government to 
very near as extravagant a Height; Points 
which, for all the Noiſe and Glamour they 
haye. raiſed about them, this Church has 
always reckon'd. in the Number of | thoſe 
Things which, as our Gonfe/ion of Faith 
expreſſes it, are 20 be ordered by the Light 
of Nature. and Cbriſtian Prudence, accor- 
ding ta the general Rules of the Word, as 
is evident from the different Rules they have 
L. d for their Procedure in theſe Caſes. | 
- Laſtly, Let us earneſtly beg the Illumi- 
nation of Ged's holy Spirit to lead us into 
all neceflary/ Truth ; let us ask Wiſdom of 
God, Who givetk liberally: to all, and up- 
ice noga- 7 0 ann ll 
Thus I have taken Notice of a few of the 
many Things that might be ſaid upon this 
copious Subject; and, leſt I treſpaſs: too 
far upon peur Time and Patience, I ſhall 
bring this Diſesurſe to a Coneluſion. 
1 bope we ate all agreed it is the Duty of 
cpxery one; to fale heed that the Light 
which ic in him be unt Dartneſs; and 
that this is, in a particular Manner, in- 
gumbent en the Miniſtets of the Goſpel, | 


2 
* 


| Ditch. 


| Meri, It has the Arteftation of a long 


| Knowledge and Veracity are placed beyond 


. tiles, and inconſiſtent with the Views 
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who are employed in teaching others: Fot, 
as dur Saviour informs us, I the Blind do 
lead: the _"_ both mo, fall inso the 


We are bound, by © our Ofiice, to nſtra@ 
Men in the Knowledge of a Religion, which, 
by the moſt ſolid Ar — may be ſfrewn 
to be of à divine Original. hs the whole 

Frame and — & it, it is calculated * 


for giving us great and honourable Thoughts 
of God, and for promoting the Happinets of 


Series of Propheſies, which we believe to 
have received their full Accompliſhment in 
Jeſus Chriſt-—. Our Saviour wrought 
many great and beneficial Miracles, and im- 

powered others to do ſo in his Name. And, 
bet the Truth of theſe Miracles, and the o- 
ther Facts recorded in the Goſpel Hiſtory, 
we have the Teſtimony of Witneſſes, whoſe 


any juſt Ground of Exception. Our 
Religion, was not propogated by Violence; 
on the other Hand, it was oppoſed and per- 
ſecuted, as. contrary to the deeply 
rooted Prejudices, both of Jews: and Gen- 


and Paſſions of worldly Men, yet it made 

the moſt amaſing N The Mard of 

_ n and pre vai led. Theſo 
E 2 | 


arc 


ay 
are ſome of the Arguments whereby the, 
Divinity of our Religion may be evinced; 
but it requires Care and Attention to per- 
ceive the Force of them, and to be able to 
_ repreſent them diſtinctly to others. What a 
ſcandalous Reproach would it be on thoſe 
who are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, if 
they were ignorant, or had but confuted and 
Fn Notions 'of the very Foundations 
it? ien e 51 92 12 
The Scriptures reveal the Doctrines of 
natural Religion concerning the Perfections 
and Providence of God, and his moral Go- 
vernment of the World, clear of all Super- 
ſtition, and in a Way accomodated to the 
Capacities of the Bulk of Mankind. Be- 
ſides, they diſcover Truths of the utmoſt 
Importance, that could not be known by 
the Light of Reaſon, as, the Way in which 
guilty Sinners may obtain the Remiſſion of 
their Sins, on account of the meritorious: Sa- 
crifice which Jeſus Chriſt has offered unto 
God, and how we may be delivered from 
the Dominion of Sin by the Grace of the 
holy Spirit, be made Partakers of a divine 
Nature, and qualified for the Glory and 
Immortality brought to Light by the Gaſ- 
pel. Theſe Doctrines we muſt repreſent as 
they are contained in the Word of God, 
ſhew. the practical Influence of them, and 
5 5 par- 
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particularly inſtruct Chriſtians in the Re- 
gards due to the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, on account of the Characters they 
ſuſtain in the Work of our Redemption. 
Our Religion contains a complete Syſtem 


of the moſt refined Morality, founds it on 


the moſt generous and ſteady Principles, en- 
forces it by the moſt powerful Motives, and 
recommends it from the bright and amiable 
Example of our Lord and Maſter. Theſe 

Duties are every where declared to be of the 


| btmoſt Importance, and without the Prac- 


tice of them, that all Pretences to Religion 
are falſe and hollow. We muſt therefore * 
endeavour to explain them diftinaly, and 
enforce them with proper Motives, eſpec 
ally ſuch as are peculiar” to the Goſpel. 
This is highly neceſſary to detect the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Mens Hearts, who are won- 
derfully ingenious in contriving Shifts and 
Evaſions to elude the Performanee of moral 
Duties, who are ready to take up with a 
Form of Godlineſs, while they are diſobe- 
dient, and to every good Work reprobate. © 
To handle theſe Subjects in a Way ſuit- 
ed to their Dignity and Importance, is a 
Matter of no imall Difficulty. It requires 
Thought and Application, quite of another 
Kind than it does to trifle with Metaphors, 
or perpetually to inſiſt on a few of the Doc- 
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trines of Chriſtianity, to the Neglect or Dif: 
xegard of the other Parts of it! 
Another Part of our Office is, to put up 
i publick Prayers to God in the Congregati- 
ens of his People; and ſurely, this ought 
to be done with great Reverence and Cau- 
tion. We muſt beware of that diſtreſpect- 
ſul Familiarity, which ſome cbnceited and 
forward Enthuſiaſts ha ve uſed in their A- 
dteſſes to, God, who give a Looſe to their 
wild and irregulat Imaginations, and ap- 
proach unto him in a Manner altogether un- 
ſuitable to the infinite Diſtance at which 
he is oh above us. We muſt avoid the 
vain Repetitions our Saviour blames in the 
Pharijees, and condemns as uſeleſs. And 
let us not narrow the Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion, by mixing our little doubtful 
Opinions with our Frayers. This cannot 
but give great Offence to many good Chri- 
ſtians, When they obſerve one of the moſt 
ſolemn, Duties of Religion proſtituted to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of Anget, of Unchari- 
tableneſs, and of Party Zeal. Ecclef. v. 2. 
Be not raſp with thy Maat h, and let not 
thine Heart be haſty 10 utter any Thing be- 
fore God : For God is in Heaven, and thou 
upon _— e "20 tet * n " 
Jew. 
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When we are met in Judisakures E 

Debates ought to be managed with Deeen- 

oy and Moderation. An jntire Uniſormity 

of Opinion is not to be expected, Our Un- 

derſtandings are not all of the ſame Size, 
nor can Things appear to all of us in the 

ſame Peint of Light. But this, of itſelf, 

woulg produce no bad Conſequences, if We 
would avoid angry Contentions, and un- 
charitable Reflections. 

By obſerving theſe Things, we will 9 
mote the Glory of God, and the Happineſs 
of Men, and may hope, through God's e Bleſ- 
ling, to turn many that are diſobedient to 
the Wiſaom of the Ju. We will procure 
the Eſteem due to the Dignity of our Cha- 
rater, . and moſt certainly wilt: have the 
Approbation of God, and of our own Ow 
ſeiences. | 3 

But if any ſhall claim Docininh over the 
Faith of others, and tho' in Words they 
own themſelves fallible, yet be as imperi- 
ous, and as impatient of Contradiction, as 
if they could not be miſtaken; It they 
ew a great Propenſity to entertain odious 
Opinions of thoſe who differ fram them, and 
watch their Conduct with the evil Eye of 
jcalous Inquiſitors ; If, inſtead. of repreſent- 
5 ing the Traths of the Goſpel in their native 
en * amiable Simplicity, they darken plain 
Truths 
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Tratha with ſtrained Metaphors, abſard Al- 
tegories, ill choſen Similitudes, and a Mul- 
titude of Words, without any determinate 
Meaning; If, inſtead of inculcating the great 
Duties of Religion, they fill Peoples Heads 
with. Queſtions that miniſter Stri ue to the 
ſfſubwverting of the Hearers, and inflame them 
with a Spirit of Diſcord, ' of Faction, of 
TCenſoriouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, ſuch 
Perſons do manifeſtly pervert the Ends of 
their Function; their Conduct has a Ten- 
dency, either to produce Infidelity or impli- 
cit Faith; and, however they may raiſe 
the Admiration of the Weak and Ignorant, 
they will, moſt certainly, incur the Con- 
tempt of thoſe of better Underſtanding. 
I hope the PEOPLE will own it is deal- 
ing fairly with them, when we tell them 
they have an unqueſtionable Right to judge 
for themſelves; that we do not pretend to 
have Dominion over their Faith, but to be 
Helpers of their Joy: And is it not reaſon- 
able they ſhould allow us the ſame Privi- 
lege, and that we may have the Liberty 
of acting according to our o Judgment, 
without incurring their Hor D1 SPLEA- 
SURF. ] 
I Would earneſtly 3 the Pra- 
Rice of thb great Duties of Religion; this 


would * your Knowledge, and help 
111 you | 
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you to make a much truer Judgment tan 
can be attained to by mere Speculation : 
Even as in common Life Men of Experience 

are more. skilful Judges in Buſineſs than 
viſionary ProjeQtors, or thoſe who, deal only 
in Theory. Were we careful to practiſe the 
Duties of Religion, this would enlarge our 
Hearts, and ſoon convince us of the Vani- 
ty of theſe empty Notions that fill the 
Heads of ſo many. . 
Another Thing I would recommend to 
the People, is, That they would at leaſt give 
a Hearing to any Thing may be ſaid, even 
in Oppoſition to their preſent Sentiments. 
Notice the Behaviour of the Bereaus, for 
which they are ſo highly commended Acts 
xvii. 11. even before they could conſider the 
Apoſtle Paul in the Character of an Apoſtle, 
they gave him a patient Hearing, and ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures, if theſe Things were ſo 
or not. Whereas, had they been of the 
Humour that prevails among ſome, either 
they would have kept themſelves out of 
the Way, or, with great Indecency, they 
would haye'run out of the Synagogue. 


F 


— 


2 3 re 
— —— — — 


5 1 | 
2 { 7 pray God may bleſs al of US ; with 
4 $pirit of Love, of Peace, and 
ELL . of @ ſound Mind. May God „ who 


{4 „ 
. 
2 


155 . commanded. Light 40 ome our of 


E "Darkneſs, ſhine into our Hearts, | 
3 Is give us the Light of the Know: 
5 . lage of t he Glory. Gad, in the 
Hlace of Jeſus. 2 . 
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